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NUMBER YV. 








c ‘ ee 
SATURDAY, June 28th, 1788. 


Continuation of the Effay on Thomfon. 
THE epifode in Thomfon’s Spring, which treats of the influence 


of that feafon on the brute creation, bears a very near relationfhip to 
that part of the 3d Georgic which is contained within the 21eth 
and the 285th lines. 

] sHALL tranfcribe a few lines in which there appears a more 
particular fimilarity : 





“« Through all his lufty veins 
“¢ The Bull, deep fcorch’d,; the raging paffion feels. 
“* Of pafture fick, and negligent .of food, 
* Scarce feen, he wades among the yellow broom, 
*© While o’er his ample fides the rambling {prays 
** Luxuriant fhoot ; or through the mazy wood 
*¢ Dejected wanders, nor th’ inticing bud 
‘** Crops, though it preffes on his carelefs. fenfe. 
“¢ And oft, in jealous mad’ning fancy wrapt, 
** He feeks the fight; and idly butting, feigns 
*¢ His rival gor’d in ev’ry knotty trunk : 
** Him fhou’d he meet, the bellowing war begins ; 
‘“* Their eyes flath fury; to the hollow’d earth 
‘© Whence the fand flies, they mutter bloody deeds, 
+. © And groaning deep, th’ impetuous battle mix : 
“ While the fair heifer, balmy breathing, near 
“ Stands kindling up their rage.” —— L. 800. 





« ided tauros procul atque in fola relegant — 
‘* Pafeua, poft montem oppofitum & trans flumina lata ; 
“* Aut intus claufos fatura ad przfepia fervant. 
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¢ Carpit 
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<¢ Carpit enim vires paulatim, uritque videndo 

« Foemina: nec nemorum patitur meminiffe, nec herbe ; 
“© Dulcibus illa quidem illicebris, & feepe fuperbos 

“¢ Cornibus inter fe fubigit decernere -amantes. 

“¢ Pafcitur in magna fylva formofa juvenca : 

“ TIli alternantes mult vi prelia mifcent 

 Vulneribus .crebris: Javit ater corpora Langyis, 

“© Verlaguéin-obnixos argentur cornua valto 
«« Cum gemitu; feboant fylvaque & magnus Olympus. 
“¢ Nec mos bellantes una ftabulare ; fed alter 

46 Vidtus abit, longéque ignetis exulat oris ; 

*¢ Multa gemens ignominiam plagafque fuperbi 

s¢ Vidtoris, tum quos amifit inultus amores ; 

“ Et ftabula afpectans regnis exceflit avitis, 

« Ergo omni cura vires exercet, & inter 

<¢ Dura jacet pernox inftrato faxa cubili ; 

“* Frondibus ‘hirfutis, & -catice paftus acuta; 

“ Et tentat fefe, atq; irafci in cornua difcit 

“ Arboris obnixus trunco ; ventofque laceffit 

“ T@ibus, & fparfa in pugnam proludit arena. 

“ Poft, ubi collectum robur,° virefque recepte, 

‘¢ Signa movet, pracepfq; oblitum fertur in hoftem.” ———_ L. 236. 


To the irrational creation thefe two Poets. have agreed in attri- 


buting fomething more than corporeal feeling. Thomfon fays 


“¢ AJl the tuneful race, 

“ Smit by affliftive noon, diforder’d droop, 

“< Deep in the thicket ; or from bew’r to bow’r 
“¢ Refponfive force an interrupted ftrain. 

“¢ The ftock-dove only through the foreft cooes 
** Mournfully ‘hoarfe : oft ceafing from his plaint, 
“¢ Short interval of weary woe: again 

“ The fad idea of his murder’d mate, 

** Struck from his fide by favage fowler’s guile, 
“ Acrofs his fancy comes,”———€&c, 





VirGIv in the fame fpirit fays : 





** duro fumans fub vomere taurus 
“* Concidit, & mixtum fpumis vomit ore cruorem, 
“* Extremofque ciet gemitus: it triftis arator 

“* Merentem abjungens fraternd morte juvencum, 
“* Atque opere in medio defixa rélinquit aratra.”’ 


Geors. iii, 1. 519, 


THE lines which immediately follow this paflage I cannot but 


tranfcribe. They contain a fpecies of beauty, which the readers of 
Thomfon will allow to be peculiarly the property of thefe two 


Poets. 


** Non umbre altorum nemorum, non mollia poffunt 
‘* Prata movere animum; non qui per faxa volutus 


“ Purior electro campum petit amuis ; at ima 





s¢ Solvuntur 
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<¢ Solvuntur latera, atq; oculos ftupor urget inertes, 

‘© Ad terramq; fluit devexo pondere cervix. 

“ Quid labor aut benefacta juvant? quid vomere terras 
“¢ Invertiffe graves? at qui non Maflica Bacchi 

«© Munera, non illis epule nocuére repoftz : 

“¢ Frondibus, & viétu pafcuntur fimplicis herbz : 

** Pocula funt fontes liquidi, atq; exercita curfu 

*¢ Flumina, nec fomnos. abrumpit cura falubres.” 


‘To note the various inftances which occur in Thomfon, wherein 
the fame tendernefs toward the. brute creation appears, were to fill 
my page with references: I fhall be content with one. Virgil, in 
defcribing the temperate diet of thefe animals, glances at the luxuries 
of mankind ; and Thomfon, in depicting the helplefs ftate of them 
during the winter, takes occafion to cenfure the cruelty of “ unpity- 
ing man,” and excite him to. humanity. 


——— “* Drooping, the labourer-ox 
4¢ Stands cover’d o’er with. fnow, and then demands 
<¢ The fruit of all his toil, The fowls of heaven, 
‘¢ Tam’d by the cruel feafon, croud around 
** The winnowing ftore, and claim. the little boon: 
* Which Providence affigns them. One alone, 
‘© The Red-breaft, facred to the houfehold Gods, 
‘“ Wifely regardful of th’ embroiling fky, 
‘¢ In joylefs fields, and thorny thickets, leaves 
‘¢ His fhiv’ring mates, and pays to trufted man 
“¢ His annual vifit. Half afraid, he firft 
“ Againft the window beats; then, brifk, alights 
«On the warm hearth; then, hopping o’er the floor, 
“* Eyes all the fmiling family afkance, 
*¢ And pecks, and ftarts, and wonders where he is; 
“ *Till more familiar grown, the table-~crumbs 
‘** Attract his flender feet. The foodlefs wilds 
*¢ Pour forth their brown inhabitants. The Hare, 
“© Tho’ timorous of heart, and hard befet 
“ By death in various forms, dark fnares, and dogs, 
“ And more unpitying men, the garden feeks, 
“ Urg’d on by fearlefs want. The Bleating kind 
“¢ Eye the bleak heaven,, and next the gliftening earth, 
“* With looks of dumb defpair ; then, fad difpers’d, 
‘© Dig for the wither’d herb thro’ heaps of fnow. 

** Now, Shepherds, to your helplefs charge be kind, 
“© Baffle the raging year, and fill their pens 
** With food at will; lodge them below the ftorm, 
** And watch them ftri@.”” —— &c. 

Winter. |. 268. 


TuHat Virgil frequently fupplied our poet with phrafeology will 
be fufficiently apparent, if it be proved, as I think it may, thar in the- 
peculiar ufage of every word or phrafe, Thomfon may be traced to 

E 2 the 








28- LOUNGER’S No. 5. 


the Georgics or the Aneid; which he feems to have read with 
an attention {9 minute, as to have difcovered every peculiarity of his 
author. 

VirGit firft enriched the poetry of his country by introducing 
from Homer the particular ufe of fuch words as ilaudatus, inamabilis, * 
illetabilis, &c. with the energy of which Thomfon appears to have 
been fyfficiently ftricken, and has tranfplanted them (though not firft, 
for they are to be met with in Milton) into his own language ; but 
the frequency of their occurrence in fome meafure diminifhes their 
power the fplendor ceafes to dazzle which is always before our 
eyes. ‘In the Seafons we find the words — unjoyous, untoiling, undefir- 
ing, unlavifbing, ungenial, uneffential, &c. &c. 

In Virgil it-fometimes happens that by the coupling two fubftan- 
tives, one of them is ufed, as it ‘were, adjectively ; and fometimes by 
coupling two adjectives, one of them becomes a fubftantive : as — 
bellator equus, magnum per inane, cceli per aperta ferena, Amiena fiuenta, 
&c.— This has not efcaped our bard, in whom we find the /2- 
bourer-ox, the monarch fwain, th’ illimitable void, parent ftream. _ Virgil 
calls the Eridanus, Fluviorum Rex; Thomfon ftyles the Thames, 
— King of Floods! In Virgil, the word exereitus is ufed to denote a 
multitude; fo in Thomfon, we find, “ infe& armies.” — Thomfon 
calls the birds, the ** plumy people,” and mentions the ‘* fwallow 
people.” — Thus Virgil of the fith, ‘* gens humida ponti.” In Sum- 
mer, 1. 973, ‘Thomfon fays 

‘¢ THe whole continuous wilds arife ;” and in Winter, 1. toot. 
‘© The lengthening roar continuous runs,” &c.— The word continuous 
is here ufed in the fame fenfe as perpetuus in Virgil : 


“ Hic ariete czfo 
“ Perpetuis foliti patres confidere menfis.” 
En. 7. L175. 





and in AEneid. VIII. 
Perpetui tergo bovis. —1. 183, . 


T HE art with which Virgil awakens the attention of his reader, 
by introducing atthe beginning of his ftory, ‘fama eff,” or, “ut 
perbibent,” is well preferved by Thomfon : 


“* Then too, they fay, thro’ all the burthen’d air 
‘* Loud groans are heard.” 


Wiwrer. |. ror. 





: # For a full account of which fee Auli Gelli Nogtes Attic, Lib, 2. Cap. 6, 
THE 
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Tut efficacy of this is properly accounted for in Warton’s Effay 
on Pope. 

J coME now to point out a few inftances wherein it appears to me, 
that Thomfon’s accurate knowledge of Virgil formed, in fome mea- 
fure, the ftruéture of his verfe. It is not here enough to fay their ver- 
fification is alike becaufe they are both harmonious, or their pofition 
alike becaufe each has managed to have ‘‘ proper words in proper 
places; but there is a:much nearer refemblance. Their fentences 
appear to have been compofed with the fame tafte, and their pofition 
to have been arranged with the fame judgement : they are in nothing 
more alike than in the general fullnefs of their periods. When Vir- 
gil is labouring to imprefs any thing very ftrongly upon the sind 
of his reader, he fometimes adds, after a long detail of circum- 
ftances, and when he has clofed the fenfe with a period, one redun- 
dant line, wherein he brings back the reader’s attention to every 
circumftance he has related: as in the following inftances.—~ 
Georg. i. 1. 103. 

¢ precipiti certamine campum 
“ Corripuére, rudntque effufi carcere currus ; 
“© Cum fpes arrecte juvenum, exultantiaq; haurit 
“* Corda pavor pulfans:: illi inftant verbere torto, 
“* Et proni dant lora: volat vi fervidus axis ; 
* Jamq; humiles, jamq; elaté fublimé videntur 
“* Aéra per vacuum ferri, atq; aflurgere in auras. 
** Nec mora, nec requies. At fulve nimbus arene 
“ Tollitur: humefcunt fpumis flatdque fequentim : 
“* Tantus amor laudum, tante@ eft vidtoria cure.” 

So in the beginning of the firft A€neid, after a narrative of great 
events which remotely concerned the origin of Rome, he adds, 
‘*‘ Tante molis erat Romanam condere gentem.” 

T ais is frequently feenin Thomfon. After he has enumerated 
every employment in which the Britifh fair might be engaged, in 
preference to the {port by which the “ rougher fex is hurried wild,” 


he adds, 
‘© This be the female dignity and praife.” 
AuTuMN, 608. 


So in Spring, 270: 

** Such were thofe prime of days.” 

I cANNorT but confider this pofition as ftudied, and not the 
effect of chance. It perhaps had its origin from the Greek Tragedy, 
where the dialogue is frequently clofed with a moral fentiment: 
the. laft verfe is then called the verfus pareemiacus. 


THOMSON 
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‘THOMSON appears to have been fometimes captivated with 
thofe meretricious ornaments from which not even Virgil is wholly 
exempt. In one we read of ‘* Defponding fear of feeble fancies 

- full;”’—and in the other, “Ergo egre raftris terram rimantur.” 
In the ufage of thefe trappings, he perhaps attains the fummit of 
- perfection who avoids being ridiculous. To one eye ciaatea they 
have, I. believe, both arrived. 

In thofe paflages of Virgil which bear evident marks of atten- 
tion having been paid to the choice of his words, it frequently 
happens, that the Poet places his epithets in fuch a manner as to 
be peculiarly forcible: they are generally placed together, after their 
fubftantive, at the beginning of a.line. Thus, when A&neas had 
received his arms from Venus : 


| 
| 
| 
| 





“¢ Expleri nequit, atque oculos per fingula volvit ; 
«© Miraturque, interque manus & brachia verfat 
“¢ Terribilem criftis galeam; flammafque vomentem, 
«< Fatiferumque enfem, loricam ex zre rigentem, 
“© Sanguineam, ingentem:” &c. 
ZEn, viii. 1. 622. 


THE fame may: be found in Thomfon’ s Autumn, ime : 122: 
“ And thy ftreaam, O Thames, 
“ Large, gentle, deep, majefticy King of floods !” 
Again : 
s¢ The lubber Power in filthy: triumph fits, 
« Stambrexs, inclining ftill from fide to fide.’ 


: AUTUMN, 562. 
“¢ Follows the loofen’d aggravated roar, 
“ Enlarging, deep’ning, mingling. 
SUMMER, II4I. 
T H1s pofition occurs alfo in Autumn, 727, and in fo many other 
places, that it were tedious to refer to them. 
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